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te DETAILS NAVAL INCIDENT BEING REPORTED aS THEY BECOME AVAILABLE 
P BY USDAO MESSAGES REPEATED HONGKONG, GRC VESSELS WERE NEAR 
USTA TUNGSHAN ISLAND WELL OUTSIDE CUSTOMARY PATROL PATHS FOR PURPOSE 
* WSC OF CLANDESTINE OPERATION ‘AGAINST CHICOMS, UNDER CIRCUMSTANCES 
. INR NOT SURPRISING, CHICOMS TOOK COUNTERACT ION AND THAT IN*IDENT 
* OTA WIDELY PUBLICIZED BY PEIPING, SINGE IT APPEARS TO REFLECT 


«Neg CREDITABLY ON CHICOM. NAVAL SURVE DLL ANCE AND INTERCEPT CAPABILITY. 
pop | 
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{RSE 2. GRO PRESS HaS PLAYED UP INCIDENT AS EXAMPLE GREAT HEROISN 
4 > AGAINST OVERWEHLMING ODDS WITH FIVE CHIcOM GUNBOATS cLAIMED 

: _" DESTROYED PRIOR TO SCUTTLING OF GRC VESSELS TO PREVENT THEIR 
"FALLING INTO CHICONS HANDS, PRESS INTERVIEW UNDER cLOSELY 

. GUARDED CIRCUMSTANCES IN KEELUNG HOSPITAL AUGUST 9 WITH Four | 
mo OF THE FIVE PUBLICLY ACKNOWLEDGED SURVIVORS WAS TOP NEWS AND 
EDITORIAL ITEN AUGUST 16. 
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